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Black experience explored

By JOE FITZGLER \LLD

Speakers, a concert, and a
“soul food” banguet highlighted
the events of Black Awareness
Week at W&L this week. In
addition. Black Awareness Week
Ball will be held Saturday night
in the Evans Dining Hall. The
purpose of the events, according
to the director of the affair,
John X. Miller, was to “make
the white student more aware”
of the black presence and experi-
ence in society.

The speakers have included Dr.
Samuel Proctor, Dean of Gradu-

ate Education at Rutgers Uni-
versity, Rev. Wyatt T. Walker
of the Canaan Baptist Church
in New York City, and Edward
Robinson, head football coach at
Grambling College. The concert
was performed by the Virginia
Union University Concert Choir.

Dr. Proctor spoke Monday
night in Lee Chapel on the sub-
jeet of the “Black Educational
Experience.” He spoke of his
time at Yale in 1945 when he
was one of four blacks in the
graduate school there. He sald
the racism he encountered there
“toughened me” and suggested

that today's black students could
lewrn from his experience there,

Tuesday night [featured the
Virginia Unilon University Con-
cert Cholr performing in the
chapel. The presentation, en-
titled “Music: A Door to Inter-
national Understanding,'” featur-
ed mainly gospel music and a
selection from Giuseppe Verdi's
opera, “Rigoletto.” In keeping
with the theme, the singers wore
colorful costumes from various
parts of the world during the
first hall of the program,

The Annual Leslie D. Smith
Memorial Lecture was presented

Mock Convention group
prepares for May of 76

By STEVE YEVICH

With the organizational meet-
ine last Thursday night, the
WL Mock Convention Commit-

chalrman of the Steering Com-
mittee. most of his group’ efforts
to date have been spent in pre-
liminary planning and develop-
ment of specific goals for each

well as one for spring term, but
so far efforts have been unsuc-
cessful. At various times Sena-
tors Jackson, Kennedy, Mon-
dale. Muskie and Ribicoff have

Wednesday night by Rev, Walker.
The theme of the lecture was
“Contributions of the Black Man
to American Society.” The lec-
ture 1s dedicated to the first black
graduate of the W&L law school,
who was murdered in 1970 in
Washington, D.C. while work-
ing with the Justice Department.

Eddie Robinson, the winning-
est black coach in college fool-
ball, was scheduled to speak
Thursday night on “The Black
Man in Athletics.”

All of the evenits except the
concert were followed by a re-
ception in the Alumni House,

Monday's speech was attended
by a small mostly black crowd

The concert was seen by a larger

group, composed of both black
and white students, as well as
faculty and persons from town
Wednesday the audience was
again falrly small, but contained
more white students than Mon-
day's crowd

The week concludes Saturday
with the B.AW. Ball. The Ball
will be a formal affair sponsored
by SABU. and the Student
Activities Board

.

Dr. Samuel Proctor spoke on “Black Educational Ezrperience”
last Monday as the first speaker of Black Awareness Week.
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