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SAB gets set for 80th Fancy Dress Ball

Doremus Gymnasium and another Fancy Dress.

By FRANK WATSON
Staff Reporter

Dine With Us And...
Enjoy Our Brand New Look!

SUNDAY BUFFET

Garden fresh salad bar, mixed fruit salad, pasta
salad, mountains of hot and fresh vegetables, array
of hot entrees, and, of course, always...

Curving Roast Beef All You Care To Eat

Only $5.95
to your satisfaction Children under 12 - $2.95
For a final treat, our \

dessert bar features fruit
cobblers, cakes, pudding
and much more!

For Reservations Call 463-7351
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30 N. Main St. be:nngton Virginia

Join us for dinner

Fancy Dress Weekend
116 N. Main St.

For Reservations Call 463-3020

By now, you have already
wielded the most coveted
leverage of the W&L student:
The Fancy Dress Bid. And now
it is time to find out what just
rewards you and your highly
selected date shall reap from
the Student Activity Board's
80th Fancy Dress Ball presenta-
tion. Slap on Your Banana
Republic cumberbund and get
ready for the African jungle ex-
perience of “The Dark Conti-
nent" in the Warner Center and
Doremus Gymasium on March
6.

Glenn Smith, Fancy Dress
director of the SAB, anticipates
the flamboyant creation of a
jungle-like atmosphere com-
plete with the exotic mysticism
associated with Africa. Thi
torches will light the garden
walkway to the entrance which
will have the usual red carpet
along with a lit sign in the shape
of the African Continent. At the
doorway, guests will be met by
a trick performing elephant
while just inside the entrance,
on the right, is the cite for an
elaborate bamboo hut.

The entrance hallway itself
will be adorned with an over-
abundance of verdure: ivy,
ferns, bamboo, palm leaves;
and the trophy cases will be fill-
ed with African masques and
other simian artifacts.

You better hold on tight to
your Meryl Streep’s hand when
you enter the “Out of Africa”
Warner Center. Here, in which
the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra
will alternate sets with the Steel
Drum Band, is the site for
SAB’s seventy man made
banana trees, which have real
banana leaves imported
straight from Africa. A jungle

HODGE PODGE

Fun Times Are Just Ahead!

March 6th is
Fancy Dress

So plan ahead and let
Hodge Podge help!

Special orders for all your party needs.
Cheese, Perrier, imported beer and your other favorite beverages.

jungle mural will top the
bleachers of the gym with
shogun-type bamboo huts lin-
ing its bottom.

The orchestra will be placed
in front of a swarthy back-
ground, and two other bamboo
huts will be put on its right and
left

To add to the jungle effect,
there will be green and blue
theatrical lights hung from the
ceiling which will illuminate an
occult haze produced by a
smoke machine in the rafters

On the balcony of the Warner
Center, and only here, the SAB
will be serving Michelob and
Michelob Light to wrist band
wearers; the wrist bands,
which only will be given to those
of age, will be given at the ticket
sales Beer can be taken down
off the balcony into the or-
chestra area, but no beer, ac-
cording to Smith, can be taken
out of the Warner Center.

The crowd, of course, will be
packed into the Doremus Gym
which will continue with the
SAB’s bushy theme with three
green parachutes covering the
ceiling; the top of the balcony
will be decorated in green and
blue Christmas lights.

Winter Hours, a pithy band
which last year warmed up for
Let’s Active, will kick off the
night; the Little Saints will
follow and the Hoodoo Gurns,
an appropriately exotic choice,
will headline. Remember, beer
cannot be taken out of the
Warner Center into Doremus so
be sure to bring your buzz with

you.

In addition to all this hoopla
and merry making, Smith ex-
pects to have various actors
roaming the gyms in lion and
gorilla costume, and even
possibly a fire-eating act, may
be in the works.

For more on
the Hoodoo Gurus,

see page 7.

Courtesy of Rolling Stone

Across from Stop-In
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The season for extended bids

By STEVEN POCKRASS
Assignments Editor

You know Fancy Dress is
right around the corner when
National Condom Week arrives.

“Rubber week” ran from
Feb. 14-21. “FD Week" starts
Monday.

The real reason our nation’s
movers and shakers scheduled
National Condom Week for
when they did was not to get
students at Syracuse University
to send condomgrams to their
not-quite-so-responsible loved
ones on Valentines Day,
although more than 300 were
sold

And the real reason that mag-
azines are just now beginning to
allow condom ads is not
because of a fear of AIDS. Both
are in recognition of what we all
call “the South’s Greatest Par-
ty."”

FD couldn’'t have received
that nickname by just being an
overblown prom in a Lexington,
Va, gym. It couldn’t have
received that name if it were
simply a gathering of a big band
and a smattering of pretty good
rock bands.

The fact is that this place

q )

— guys and gals — buy boxes of
sporting goods. But increased
condom sales are not the only
indication that it’s beginning to
look a lot like FD.

There are the easily recog-
nizable signs — flower and tux
sales, a mad rush at the dry
cleaners, the constant talk
about “‘extending the bid."”

Groups of young men swarm
around one of their buddies,
chanting “Ask her. Ask her.”
With coeducation, girls are say-
ing, “Ask him. Ask him."

Frat houses return to life,
even on weekdays. Swarms of
girls, even ones with tattoos on
their backs, are everywhere,
especially in the Pit on band
nights. Road chicks start phon-
ing W&L guys they had met the
first week of school, and vice
versa. “'Hi, rememberme ...."

Bid seekers get their hair cut
and start dressing nicely. Slobs
like myself clean their rooms.

Drug and alcohol use both in-
crease,

One-week wonders wallow in
the weightroom. Everyone’s on
a diet, trying to slim down or
bulk up.

Professors get involved, too.
They seem to increase the

rocks on FD k

tests, papers and com-

ly the dorms, Woods Creerk, and
the fraternitv houses. Enter Na-
tional Condom Week and date-

rape seminars.
If you want to see the effect

that condomization has had,
hang out in McCrum’s for a
while and see how many people

puter assignments. And they're
always due at precisely the
time your date’s supposed to ar-
rive or leave, or at the exact
moment you feel like sleeping
off the weekend.

Even parents get in the act.
Some don’t want you to spend

any money. Others will send
money in hopes that their sons
and daughters will get dates.

Girls are flipping coins, draw-
ing slips of paper out of hats and
throwing darts, among other
things, in order to decide whom
to ask, or whether or not to say
‘‘yes” or “‘no.”

Soon there will be increased
animosity toward the SAB.
There will be complaints about
the bands, the theme, the shirts
and the posters. Anyone who'd
complain about the cost already
has been doing so since the SAB
lost $17,000 on the Spinners, if
not before

Condom Week was a new
sign. So was an outbreak of
crabs in the dorms. One of the
most surprising signs has been
the recent resurgence of anti-
coed sentiment. Obviously, they
are bracing all of us for the an-
nouncement that the phrase
“‘extending the bid" is somehow
sexist, and that to say it may be
considered a major offense
under university rules.

About the only sign that didn't
make sense was the close prox-
imity of FD and Black History
Month, which was held in Feb-
ruary. But with this year's
theme — The Dark Continent
—all the pieces seem to fit
together.

Okay, so maybe we are a few
weeks behind everyone else on
Black History Month and Na-
tional Condom Week. Then
again, we were years behind on
coeducation.

One W&L Tradition
Supports Another...

Aluin-Bennis

Celebrates Fancy Dress with
new spring arrivals including

“Jams”’

Still taking orders for tuxedo sales

Visa

Mastercard

and rentals

Since 1963

Choice

Student Charge

CHARLOTTE STEELE DRUM
SYMPHONY 500 LEVEL

ANDRE STUDIO

TOMMY DORSEY
ORCHESTRA

WARNER CENTER ‘
400 LEVEL |

———
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DOREMUS GYM
0 LEVEL

and
LITTLE SAINTS l

HOODOO G

The Student Activities Board
Presents

80th Annual Fancy Dress Ball

THE DARK CONTINENT
March 6, 1987

$1 discount on any purchase or
hairstyling until Fancy Dress.

Beauty Boutique
107 W. Nelson Street
463-2422
Featuring Fancy Dress hairstyles

HUNTERG HUNTRESS

18E. Nelson St., Lexington

463-1800
Mon.Sat. 10-5 Fri. 10-€ ¢
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Fancy Dress:Eighty years and counting

By MARSHALL BOSWELL
Entertainment Editor

Fancy Dress Queen, Miss Annie Jo White

For Quality Accommodation
& Dining Call

Quality ‘I@

ROUTE 1, BOX 438, RAPHINE, VIRGINIA 24472
703-377-2604

Midway between
Lexington & Staunton.
Take exit 54 off I-81

Plan to meet your friends at

The Palms

Fancy Dress
Weekend

Serving lunch and dinner daily
Sunday Brunch 12-3

I TE AL

101 W. Nelson St.  Lexington, Va.

The official date given for the
first Fancy Dress Ball is
February 19%07. That's eighty
years ago, for those of you
without a calculator. But that's
not, necessarily, eighty Fancy
Dress Balls. Indeed, the history
of our little winter term shindig
is rich with anecdote and
cultural significance.

It is appropriate that we look
back at the origins of Fancy
Dress on this, its eightieth birth-
day. Although the common
belief is that a one Miss Annie
Jo White started FD all those
years ago, actually the idea of a
major ball was brewing long
before her initial efforts

The first reference to a ‘Fan-
cy Dress’ anything was a blurb
in the September 27, 1876 isssue
of the Southern Collegian concer-
ning a ‘‘Fancy Dress Hop"'. For
nearly a decade before that,
however, students here had
been putting on dances and hops
— without sanction from the
university-in off-campus
buildings, stables, or wherever
a band could set up and folks
could cut a rug or two. These
hops met with profound disap-
proval from campus author-
ities, but the kids kept at it.

In December of 1871, the
Collegian sent a reporter to
W&L to cover a hop put on by a
mysterious group of men call-
ing themselves, appropriately
enough, the ‘‘Student Social
Club.” The reporter described
the men as “elegantly dress-
ed,” while the women these
fellows were lucky enough to be
escorting were dubbed *‘simply
bewitching.” *“The Fancy Dress
Hop" that followed several
years later was called a “‘great
success’' by the Collegian and
this led to a series of dances this
inspired a series of similar
endeavors, the most creative of
which was the “Finals Ball”
held during exam week of 1879,
The Collegian reporter com-
plained that this particular
dance was simply too short: it
endedat3a.m.

Public sentiment concerning
this new interest in balls and
hops was violently in opposi-

‘‘High Society,”” 1962

tion. Protestant churches and
trustees rose up in anger
against this “licentious’ flurry
of acitivty. One fellow, observ-
ing the 1879 commencement ex-
ercises, said he ‘‘feared the
passing of old times.” He went
on to say, ‘“What would ‘Stone-
wall’ Jackson think of the youth
in Lexington dancing to the
licentious german or disgusting
racket?” Lastly, he worried
that the girls were simply doing
too much hugging.

Even the Gazette concurred,
writing, ‘“The time has come for
the public sentiment of the
Christian people of Lexington to
discountenence the lascivious
dancing which we are sorry to
say is being introduced here."

But local satirist ‘G. Whili-
kins, fought back with these
wise words: “‘As long as there is
music and young folks, it will
git (sic) into their toes... Girls
like to be hugged, and the boys
like to hug them. The question is
whether it is better to do it in the
ballroom or behind the door."”

¥ Tux

George’s Hairstylist |
136 Varner Lane
463-3975

Fancy Dress Check List

v Flowers

M Dinner reservations

[J Hair-woops!

LRedken, Nexus, Paul Mitchel, Sebastian ¢

The first real Fancy Dress
Ball came a decade later. The
school’s then-current librarian,
Miss Annie Jo White, enter-
tained a group of her student
friends with a costume party
one February evening in 1907.

Because she felt that the
students needed something to
spark up the mid-winter dull-
ness, she sought to make the af-
fair an annual event.

It took some doing, but she
eventually rustled up enough
student enthusiasm to make the
Fancy Dress Ball one of the
highlights of the W&L social
calendar. Miss White was the
undisputed Queen of Fancy
Dress for 13 years, and in later
years was even paid $50 for her
services.

It was after her death in 1922,
however, that the Fancy Dress
Ball really took off. By 1928, the
New York Times described it as
‘“the South’'s outstanding col-

[ See “Fancy," page 5

’
(A/(Mw )
Hain Styles
For all your
Fancy Dress needs.
Accepting the Colonnade Card

OLD MAIN ST. MALL
LEXINGTON, VA 24450

463-9588

Join us '?; dinner
GREEN VALLEY
RESTAURANT

R1. 11 North of Lexington
463-2840

Hours: 6:30a.m.-10:00 p.m.
n.-
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Del Fuegos win

By RICHARD MOORE
Staff Reporter

FANCY

Continued from Page 4

ball was something entirely dif-
ferent from the event we
celebrate now. For starters, it
was a costume ball, elaborate
and glittering, with exotic Euro-
pean themes setting the pace.
Famous big bands frequented
the ball, and the music was
routinely broadcast on network
radio hook-ups all over the na-
tion. Fancy Dress, it has been
observed, began the same year
Henry Ford was working on the

first Model T: It was the
quintessence of the Edwardian
Age

Fancy Dress was elaborate,
aristocratic, imaginitive, and
even perhaps snobbish. But it
was born out of an ernest desire
to create a wonderland here on
campus, and more often than
not, succeeded.

There were no Fancy Dress
Balls during the second World
War, and the tradition didn’t
quite survive the turbulant Six-
ties, but through it all, Fancy
Dress just seems to keep crop-
ping up every winter. Like a
breath of fresh air.

Off to the ballroom, ladies
and gentlemen

The group that MTVee-Jay
Martha Quinn calls ‘‘The
Ugliest Band In Rock and Roll”
will take the stage Thursday
night at the student activities
pavillion for a show that pro-
mises to be a real crowd
pleaser

Otherwise known as the Del
Fuegos, this gritty, unMTV
foursome packs a power-chord
punch that never quits from the
word “Go!"" The guitar-playing
Zanes brothers front the act
with Warren's fiery, raw guitar
lead providing a devilish ac-
companiment for Don's confi-
dent cigarette growl-whine
and rythm guitar. Bassist Tom
Lloyd and drummer Woody
Giessmann round out the band
and drive the tunes home, per
forming as well as a rhythm
section twice their size. Despite
the economical line-up, the Del
Fuegos have a big sound that
pounds its way into listeners of
all tastes.

Songs from their 1985 release,
Boston, Mass. constitue the bulk
of their live material. The
album chronicles a rock band'’s
existence on the road and at
home, studded with failed
romances, old cars, nightclubs,
and loneliness, performed in a
traditional style that recalls the
rock and roll hooks of the mid-
60's and the New Wave intensity
of the early eighties.

The subject of a video, *‘I Still

‘“Fancy Dress’’

Rent your F.D. Tuxedo
from the Tux Corner

at University Cleaners

$35.00 - Shoes additional

Want You'' drifts along on a sea
of watery keyboards and loose
guitar work that Doors fans will
recognize from “‘Riders On The
Storm.” Don Zanes hoarsely
rumbles, “The car we bought
together just started to
rust/The world we made came
between the two of us,” lending
a unigue touch that gives this
tale of adolescence an honesty
missing from today's formula
rock

The real grabber on the
record is the number “‘Don't
Run Wild,” where Don ad-
monishes his girlfriend at home
to stay true. His entreaty might
also serve to keep those Fancy
Dress dates in line. Later,
Zanes assures her that “It's
Alright,”" purring, “I love you
baby, I love your cat/I love the
way you look at my fireman’s
hat.” Truly a line to sweep any
female of her feet — if you're a
Del Fuego

In “Fade To Blue,” Don in-
forms the object of his affec-

ugly...

tions that ‘I Believe I should be
the one, so I've come to help you
take him down.” However, the
boys are not all braggadocio, as
they croon wistfully for
“somebody whose days keep
troubled nights away."” This
dream-girl arrives at night to
whisk them away in her “‘Coup
de ille.”

Dcspite  little  commercial
success, concertgoers may
recognize the band from the
Miller beer commercials in
which they performed *‘Miller’s
made the American Way."”
Warren Zanes makes a cameo
appearence at the end, saying,
“Rock and roll is just folk

music...'cos it's made by
folks.’
The Del Fuegos blend

together this street-tough
honesty, classic rock and roll,
and the Eighties oomph to per-
form irristibly. An added bonus
in case you decide to buy the
album is a little free advice
“Play this record loud.”

2% OFF ANY CORSAGE

Z>— FOR FANCY T)RESS ~Z=

PRESENT TO: UNI\/ERSITY FLORIST

>

Corsages -
with carel

4
_t_u fferson
Florist to the HHomestead
103 N. Jefferson
Lexington
463-9841

Order before March 1, 1987




