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15 Detober 1859
T™e following article was prepared for the purpose of
initiating a history file pertaining to the previsus accomnlish-

ments of the 7alnes Tuard. Pature information relative to the
Gaines %uard will be maintained in this file.

The traditional Christmas parade in Lexington in 1051
was the first arpearance of Washington & Tee's precision
drill team, now known as the "faines fuard" has srown from
an idea in a student's mind, througout a period of eight years,
to a well-trained, well known drill team which participates
inlevents throughout the Virginia area.

hen the Reserve Nfficer's Tralning Corps was established
at Washington and Les in 1551, commanded by Lt Col Richard W.
Jonss, Norm Dobbins, a student at that time coneleved the idea
of organizing a precisi-n drill team. The team was formed in
the fall of 1951 and participated in the Lexington parade that
Year. Although there was always some Interest Iin the team,
the real beminning of the present “aines Auard did not come
until 1953, The team was virtually non-existent in 1052, but
in 1253 Bob Bradford stirred up new interest and ths present
drill team was established.

Mn Oetober 26, 17153, Washlngton and lLeets distinguished
President was meeting with alumni in Yemphis when a long dist-
anee phone call informed him that the WL drill team had besn

designated the Gaines fuard in his honor. Under the command

_of 'Bah‘Brnderd, The fuard developed rapidly after this date.
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Christmas parade, and has marched in the Lexington Armed
Forees Day parade.

Ferhaps the most distinpuished invitation the Gains Suard
has ever recelved was a bld in 1956 to marech in the Inauguration
parade of Fresident Fisenhower in Washington. Because of
examinations and financial reasons, however, the fuard was
unable to mareh In that parade.

Since the berinning of the Guard, cadsts have commanded
the drl1ll team with the adviece of Army Drill Masters. At th e
first establishment of the Guard, M/Sgt William E. Watson was
drilimaster. and he was succeeded by ¥/Sgt Joseph furpanus.

Tn 1966, M/Spt Ralph Duffie became drillmasterand is presently
supervising tre team.

Bob PBradford, who commanded the Guard in 1253, contributed
inthe zame tost in 1954 and he was suceceded by Ted Kerr in 1055,
‘lso' in 1755, Lt Col C, E. Coates replaced Lt Col Jones s
Professor of ¥ilitary Science and Tacties. In 1556, Burt Tyler
servad as commande® of the Guard. He was followed by Feyton
Middleton in 1957. Liast vear Blll Scheafer was commander en d
this vear the fuard 1s under command of Jack Lemon. Also in
1958, Wajor Wdward J Roxbury succeeded Lt Col Coates as PMS&T.

In September 125% the. faines Guard went into the new Army
freen Uniform. It was decided to Improve the appearance of
the uniform, which up to this time was rather simnle in nature.

The improvementa ineluded blaek boots, procurred throush supply

channsls. In addition, the followlng accessories were added;

(5) |



of funds
I‘oxima.talyﬂceoo.f}fj + The source

i 00
a $95.
7 in the amount of £125.00 an
Worth of Defengg Bong

ition.
8 awardeq o4 Brizes in compet
Membeang o the n

0 each far
e 0

fuard wepg PeTsonnally assesed #1.0

shog laces and

ar-
t appe

iy firs

trougen blou'sing atcessories, Thelr

{:]
arad
1stmas P
MBlform w1y e the Lexington chrls

: ngton
1 washi
Grills g4 & sevarate company ©
aglg nnmc Hﬂﬁiﬂant

other
veral
3 but a1, Partiecipates in se

drily Peringg throughout the wael

acts
However, the guard attr

infe an OPPO
sing 1erits, but by orrerin nerack"
to SXcel) 4 Precigion ari1l ang o partieip

© Tt 4 thig Dride

ate in m

)



	Screenshot 2024-08-02 at 3.02.03 PM
	Screenshot 2024-08-02 at 3.02.34 PM
	Screenshot 2024-08-02 at 3.03.04 PM
	Screenshot 2024-08-02 at 3.04.31 PM

